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Navigating Around New York City
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There are so many things to do in New York City iti€™s easy to want to crunch everything into a 16
hour day. My husband, daughter and | navigated New York City over Spring Break. | specifically use
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the word navigated because we walked over 10 miles the first two days we were there, rode the
subway, took a bus tour of Brooklyn and taxied it to and from the airport. Google Maps comes in handy
if you are trying to find your way around the city, but only if you are pointed in the right direction. Many
times we found ourselves headed in the opposite direction.
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lA€™ve been to New York City several times. 1a€™ve shared some highlights of past trips here and
here. Every time | visit the city | like to experience at least one or two new things. If youa€™ve never
been to NYC you have to experience Times Square at least once. It&€™s like a mini Las Vegas. The
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lights are so bright it feels like the afternoon even at 11:00 at night. It&€™s also a great place for people
watching. We used to stay right in the heart of Times Square, but now we like to stay more in Midtown
where ita€™s a little less crazy, but still within walking distance to many things.
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Taking in a Broadway show is another must do. We saw Kinky Boots and it was a phenomenal show
with a great message. Tickets can be pretty pricey, but if you dona€™t have your heart set on a specific
show you can get great deals at the TKTS booth in Times Square the day of the show.

The ABC Carpet and Home store is a fun place to check out. You can find all sorts of treasures, but
they arena€™t cheap (there isn&€™t too much in New York City that is). There is a restaurant inside
called the ABC Kitchen and ita€™s a great place to stop for lunch. Reservations are recommended.
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We visited the 9/11 Memorial for the first time which | highly recommend. 1t&€™s very nicely done and
a beautiful way to commemorate the lives that were lost on that tragic day. This picture shows only a
small part of the memorial. There are two pools which are built on the footprint of the north and south
towers. Water cascades into each pool and names of the victims surround each pool. There is a
computer where you can look up a victima€™s name and find its location on the pool.
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The 9/11 Museum has several artifacts like this steel beam which was one of the last things
removed from the original site and a€cetaggeda€- by first responders.
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This is part of a 12 foot wide mural created by school children from Porter Gaud Lower School in
Charleston, South Carolina to honor the victims of 9/11.
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L
We did a half day tour of Brooklyn through the Best of Brooklyn Sightseeing, Food & Culture Tour.

la€™ve done several different New York City food tours and highly recommend them. | hope to
condense them all into one post in the future. | didna€™t realize Brooklyn was so big. The tour takes
you through Williamsburg, Greenpoint, DUMBO and Sunset Park. You have the option of walking
across the Brooklyn Bridge at the end of the tour or taking the bus back. We walked the bridge which
was a lot more relaxing than the time | biked across it.
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One of the stops was Table 87 which is known for their coal-fired New York style pizza. There was also
time to enjoy a beverage.
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This is a reproduction of one of graffiti artist Banksya€™s work. There is an original Banksy inside
Table 87. | had never heard of him, but my daughter and husband knew of him. You can read more

about Banksy here.
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We also made a stop at Katz&€™s Deli, but didna€™t eat there. The famous scene from When Harry
Met Sally where Meg Ryan is eating lunch with Billy Crystal was filmed here. |took a peak inside and |
can assure | saw a lot of things on the menu where | thought to myself, &€cela€™Il have what shea€™s
having.a€e.
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One of our 10 mile walk days included a walk around Washington Square and NYU. The Washington
Square arch was also in the movie When Harry Met Sally. You can read more about the history of the
arch here. We actually spotted Meg Ryan walking the streets of New York on this trip. | found it pretty
ironic considering we visited places from her movie.
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This is part of the High Line. It wasna€™t very pretty this time of year, but ita€™s a great place to visit
in the summer months. ItA&€™s basically a park built on an old railroad track above the city streets in
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Chelsea. You will also want to visit the Chelsea Market if you go to The High Line.
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New York City isnA€™t everyoned€™s cup of tea, but | enjoy exploring the citya€™s sights and
eateries. There is a feeling of hope and dreams that the skya€™s the limit.
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